
 

THE TALENT IMPERATIVE 

The Catawba County Internship Symposium 
Wednesday, October 28, 2026  ·  8:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
Belk Centrum & Carl A. Rudisill Library  ·  Lenoir-Rhyne University, 
Hickory, NC 

 
PRESENTED BY 
Well Crafted Summer Interns 
Program 

HOST INSTITUTION 
Lenoir-Rhyne University 

CIVIC & COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
City of Hickory  ·  Catawba County EDC  ·  The Chamber of Catawba 
County  ·  Catawba Valley Medical Center  ·  Hickory Furniture Mart 

SPONSORS  ·  Vanguard Furniture  ·  Rock House Designer Brands  ·  Imagine One Hospitality 
Founding Partners (since 2026): Rock House Designer Brands  ·  Vanguard Furniture  ·  City of Hickory 

 

I   Welcome & Context 

8:30–9:00 Registration & Networking Breakfast 

9:00–9:08 Welcome & Opening Remarks 
Rand Brandes, PhD  ·  Founder & CEO, The Center for Creative and Compassionate Communities 

9:08–9:16 Presidential Welcome 
Dr. Summer McGee, President, Lenoir-Rhyne University 

9:16–9:19 Introduction of Keynote Speaker 
Lindsay Keisler, President & CEO, The Chamber of Catawba County 

9:19–9:44 Keynote: “The Talent Imperative” 
Alex Shuford III, CEO, Rock House Designer Brands 

9:44–10:10 Panel: “What Employers Really Want from Interns — and What Interns Really Need” 
Moderated by Rand Brandes, PhD 

II   Learning Sessions 

10:10–10:15  ·  Break & Walk to Carl A. Rudisill Library 

10:15–10:55 Concurrent Breakout Sessions — Choose One Track 

 Track A: Designing the Internship Role 

 Track B: The Well Crafted Model — Professional Development That Sticks 
Presented by Rand Brandes, PhD 

 Track C: Building a Lasting Talent Community 

 Track D: Supervising & Mentoring Interns Day-to-Day 

10:55–11:05  ·  Walk back to Belk Centrum & Breakout Insights 

III   Voices & Lunch 

11:05–11:15 Spotlight: Intern Voices 
Well Crafted alumni speak candidly about what worked, what didn’t, and what they wish their employer knew 

11:15–11:45 Working Lunch: Table Conversations 
Box lunches  ·  Each table discusses one focused question about talent investment in Catawba County 

IV   Commitment & Close 

11:45–12:10 Plenary: “The Long Game” 
Dennis Johnson, President & CEO, Catawba Valley Health System 

12:10–12:30 The Way Forward 
Each attendee names one commitment to the region’s talent future 

The Well 

12:30–1:00 The Well 
Conversation, connection, and light refreshments 

1:00 Adjourn 

Questions? Contact Rand Brandes, PhD  ·  randbrandes@gmail.com  ·  828-446-6141 


